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Every effort has been made to verify the information herein, but should there be some
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FOREWORD BY THE PRESIDENT

Year, and also my 42nd year as a playing member with The Royal County of
Berkshire Bowling Association. | have been closely involved with others in the
continued development of the Association since 1993, when | was elected to serve as
a Selector and in 2005 was elected to the post of Hon. Assistant Secretary, which has
bought me into contact with many members over the years. | have been very proud to
have played a small part in what has been achieved, and in the friendships | have made.

I am very honoured to write this foreword as your President for this our Centenary

The game has certainly moved on in the last 100 years. Gone are the days of men only Clubs, wooden
bowls and men playing in flat caps, ties and ordinary dress shoes. Now replaced by Clubs
adopting coloured shirts, many types of bowls and better playing surfaces.

The Association would not function without the support of its 47 Member Clubs, who have
always been very accommodating, when their facilities have been requested for County
Matches and Competitions.

We salute you.

There have been many Berkshire successes over the years with members winning National Titles,
becoming Internationals and we have contributed 5 Presidents to the National Body.

Many members, past and present have made significant
contributions for our benefit, and to enjoy the game we
cherish, and | hope the next 100 years are as successful,
which will enable the game to continue to attract more
members and the friendship it brings.

We are indebted to Graham Rogers for his tremendous
effort in producing this publication and | wish to
acknowledge the patience, research and professionalism
by him and thank him, and also the Clubs and

%, individuals for providing the information contained,
creating a very comprehensive History of The Royal
County of Berkshire Bowling Association.
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Barry Dillon
President 2010 - The R.C.B.B.A.
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A Message from Bowls England
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On bahall of Bowls England | write 10 congratulate The Royal Courty of Berkshire
Bowling Association on attaining its centenary year and wish you all a very hapgy
birthday! | am sure that youwr special year will ba filled with many events and that you
will 2ll celebrate in siybe.

Thi Royal County has provided the Natonal Governing Bodias. in this spoet with
much loved and valued representation, notwithstanding 5 National Presidants
namihy, Harry Chads (1912), T Campbell Dykes ((1942-45), Enc T Marsh (1874)
Roy HW Thomas JP ((18291) and Wayre | H Manley in 2002, We thank you for the
conlinued suppart of Bowls England baing the nawly unified body for fll green level
cutdoor bowls,

I wish you and your feliow officars a super 2010 and trust that you will all thoroughiy
enjoy this very special year.
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A Message from The Queen

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Barry Dillon, Esq.,
President,
The Royal County of Berkshire Bowling Association.

The Queen was pleased to receive your kind message of loval
greetings, sent on behalf of the members of The Royal County of Berkshire
Bowling Association on the occasion of their Centenary which is being
celebrated in 2010.

Her Majesty much appreciates yvour thought fulness in wriling as vou
did and sends her warm good wishes to all concerned during this most

special anniversary year.

PRIVATE SECRETARY

2010.
















DIDCOT BOWLS CLUB

* Founded 1969
e Smallbones Recreation Ground, Brightwell Road, Didcot
o Affiliated 1973

Didcot Bowling Green, which was built and then maintained by the Didcot Town
Council. In 1981, at the request of the council, we took over all maintenance of the
green, using funds from our finances and our own voluntary labour.

T he Club was formed in 1969 with about 30 members, and since 1972 has used the

Excellent co-operation is maintained between the Didcot Town Council and the Club and the
arrangement is mutually beneficial, as it provides access for the public to all the facilities.

In the autumn of 1997, a new clubhouse was built, following a grant of over £103,000 from
the Sports Council National Lottery Fund (Sport England) plus further funds from the town
and district councils. Members provided £45,000 in personal loans repaid over the following
few years.

The new clubhouse was opened by Robert Newman in May 1998, so that no break in bowling
activities was required during the conversion to the new premises.

An initiative was established with a local junior school to provide tuition in short mat and later
outdoor bowling on a weekly basis. This resulted in a vigorous youth programme, with Didcot
becoming the first Club in the County to establish a Youth Officer on its main committee.

Since its inception, Didcot has won 18 county finals and, in 1997 the Club Fours of I. Snowdon,
G. Evans, J. Evans and P. Smith went on to win the National Trophy in the E.B.A./E.W.B.AMixed
Fours from a field of over 5000 entries. The Club has also provided two Presidents to the
B.C.W.B.A. one to the R.C.B.B.A., namely Gordon Evans in 2001.

Club membership has grown since its formation and now stands at 56 men, 45 ladies and 3
juniors making 104 members in total.

The age range of members is from 12 to almost 90 years, indicating the broad attraction of the sport.
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